RECONCILIATION

We are ruled by Christ's love for us. We are certain thatne person died for everyone
else, then all of us have died. Christ did die for all of us.didd so we would no longer
live for ourselves but for the one who died and was raised to life for us

We are careful not to judge people by what they seem to be.... Anyorelngs to
Christ is a new person. The past is forgiven, and everythingns @®d has done it all!
He sent Christ to make peace between himself and us and has givenwskthef

making peace between himself and others.

God was in Christ, offering peace and forgiveness to the people afdis He has
given us the work of sharing this message about peace. We weie sgeak for Christ,
and God is begging you to listen to our message. We speak for Christ aarelgiask
you to make peace with God. Christ never sinned! But God treateashensinner so
that Christ could make us acceptable to G@&l Corinthians 5:14-21)

This is the gift and ministry of reconciliation to whi we all have been called as
Christians. God loved the people of the world so much that he gave his only Son, so that
everyone who has faith in him will have eternal life and never reialy God did not

send his Son into the world to condemn its people. He sent him to sawe Nloeone

who has faith in God's Son will be condemr{@dhn 3:16-18a).

The element that brings about reconciliation, hgalamd restoration in the world is Jesus
Christ, our common Head, ahis loveas we allow it to be ministered through us. He is
the only true Foundation upon which we can be succes#sifblished. Jesus alone is
the center and foundation of what it means to bersstin and part of God's Family in
the fullest sense. He alone shows us the Father hatlitnmeans to be and to live as a
child of God, spiritually begotten of the Father througptisan and the holy Spirit. With
the Father, Jesus sends the holy Spirit to bring tavonds all that he taught us and to
empower us for his ministthroughus to the worldaroundus. We, the Family of God,
the Church, are called tze and tobe seen athe Ministering Body of Christ, first to one
another as brothers and sisters in God's Family amdtthéhe world around us. It is
because we have forgotten thentral truththat the Body of Christ is so divided. Listen
to how John the Apostle puts it:

We belong to God, and everyone who knows God will listen to us. Bpgdbée who

don't know God won't listen to us. My dear friends, we must lagle ether. Love

comes from God, and when we love each other, it shows that we leavgileEn new life.

God showed his love for us when he sent his only Son into the world tes difiee Real

love isn't our love for God but his love for us. Dear friends, sidaé loved us this much,
we must love each other.

No one has ever seen God. But if we love each other, God livesandukis love is
truly in our hearts. God hagiven us his Spirit. That is how we know that we are one
with him (reconciled), just as he is one with us.



God is love. If we keep on loving others, we will stay one in artsheith God, and he
will stay one with us.

We love because God loved us first. But if we say we lovait@bdon't love each other,
we are liars. We cannot see God. So how can we love God if wéoderthe people we
can see? The commandment that God has given us is: Love God and lovéedc{iot
John 4:6-21)

The key to the ministry of reconciliation, healingdaestoration of all things in Christ is
to be "Christ where we are". "Christ where we angansCHRist In Service To where
we are.

Jesus said, "You cannot be the slave of two masters! You will likenameethan the
other or be more loyal to one than the other. You cannot serve both God and money
(Matthew 6:24; Luke 16:13)

If you love your life, you will lose it. If you give it up, yoll e given eternal life. If
you serve me, you must go with me. My servant will be witwhaeever | am. If you
serve me, my Father will honor yo§John 12:26)

Christ was sinless and offered himself as an eternal and spirituafisado God. This
is why his blood is much more powerful and makes our conscience tear.we can
serve the living God and no longer do things that lead to dd&tebrews 9:14)

"Christ where we are" means repenting of and giving up eagial, ethnic,
denominational, or other religious prejudices, suspiciand,hostilities.

Through the Son, God the Father has decided to bring the whole universe back to
himself. God made peace through the Son's death on the cross and brought back to
himself all things both on earth and in heavé@olossians 1:19 & 20)

Christ himself has brought you peace by making Jews and non-Jews one pédipleis
own body, he broke down the wall that separated them and kept them n@&vyibis
death on the cross, Christ destroyed their enmity. By means ofod® he united all
races into one Body and brought them back to God. It is through Christ thaeak
and non-Jews, are able to come in the one Spirit into the presence &hitinex.
(Ephesians 2:14,16, 18)

It is through faith that you are God's child in union with Christ Jestsu were baptized
into union with Christ and now are clothed, so to speak, with the litéhakt himself.

So, in Christ there is no difference between Jews and non-Jewseghetiaees and free
men, between men and women; all are one in union with Christ Jesysu Ifelong to

Christ, then you are the descendant of Abraham and will receive what Gaddmaised.

(Galatians 13:27-29)



"Christ where we are" means taking a God's-eye viemeople and situations rather than
seeing them from our limited human perspective. If wetian with this attitude and on
this foundation, we will see more and more of the lami God coming together in
unity as the sign of hope that the world can believeaamogpt. The world needs to know
that Jesus is not aam or alabel or adenomination but is aPerson who is alive and
active today in those of us who bear his name an€harestened and anointed with the
same anointing of the holy Spirit as he was. Whaaldi What a challenge! Old
foundations are crumbling around us, but God is laying a melvsarer foundation in
each of us who will let him.

The blood of our natural family flows through us and givesheright to reconciliation,
healing, and restoration with the members of our ownlyanStronger than that is the
Blood of Jesus Christ that flows through all of us vlawe been reconciled to the Father
and have become his Family because Jesus shed his bload.f It is this Blood
relationship that makes us truly one in Christ. We doaiways agree with our natural
family members, nor do they with us. We do not alwaydewstand each other. But
what is important is thate are family This is more so with God's Family, the Church.

God is a Family - Father, Son, and holy Spirit. Thenity reflects diversity of
relationships but unity in action. What the world needsde is that, beneath all the
labels that Christians use to distinguish and sometismate one another, there is a
Family, diverse in relationships but moving and ministgringether in unity as the
Family of God, reconciled with and made one under God Rather, in Jesus our
Brother, and through the holy Spirit, the Bond of Lokewer, and Unity that holds us
together.

Jesus began his life and ministry in and through a famMay we work together to
become the Family of God that he came to establidhlzat he empowered to continue
his work until he returns in glory. We must be aboutkather's business.



