FAMILY LEADERSHIP FOR WHICH
THE LORD ISLOOKING

In Chapter 10 of John's Gospel Jesus sdyam the good shepherd, and the good
shepherd gives up his life for his sheep. Hired workers are motH& shepherd. They
don't own the sheep, and when they see a wolf coming, they run off anthéeakieep.
Then the wolf attackand scatters the flock. Hired workers run away because they don't
care about the sheep.

"l am the good shepherd. | know my sheep, and they know me. hestashter knows
me, | know the Father, and give up my life for my sheep" John 10:11-15.

How are you be the shepherd of your family that Jealls gou to be? As always, you
must look to Jesus. The secret of Jesus' success atasetionly did what he saw the
Father doing. In the same way, you need to keep remiydungelf that it is Jesus who
is the good shepherd. He is doing the work through hist 3giom he has sent. Your
job is to do what he is doing -- what you see him doing.

What is it that the good shepherd is doing that he wpanigo do? He tells you in his
Word, and it starts with your family.

You must exhibit an active commitment to and a persalationship with your Lord
and Savior, Jesus Christ.

You must develop or exhibit spiritual maturity, with teachand leadership ability tested
and proven in your own family that will allow for grdweind maturity in those under
you.

You must be a good father modefou should be serious, straightforward, truthful, just,
holy, modest, a lover of goodness, irreproachable and blameless, of seadyemper,

a man of peace, self-controlled, gentle and not violent, not contentioeff-avilted, not
someone who loves money, not given to greed, hospitable, a faithful huabgmakl
manager of your own household, able to keep your children under control without
sacrificing your dignity, a father of children who are believers and arledknown not to

be wild or insubordinate, a good teacher who holds fast to authentic doctrinle, wel
thought of by those outside the community of believers 1 Timothy 32 176-9.

These are the Scriptural requirements for spirituaddes in the Church, and no one
should be in a responsible position of leadership who doésmeet them or is not
striving for them. Unfortunately, many are but should betfollowed. The training

ground for leadership in the Church is the home and the ylaniihese requirements
should be your goals as a father while you provide leadenskipyour family.

It is important for you to understand the fundamentahtaltout your position and role in
your family: God has set you in leadership over your aifd children and will hold you
responsible for that leadership. You can either run ftmnget help in learning how to



be a Godly leader in your home for you are either fepgour family to God or you are
leading them away from him. You are leading them in lovgoor are leading them in
the way of your own selfishness.

Here are sixteen steps that will help you provide spirlesdership for your family:
1. Set an example: practice first what you preach apeog.
2. Make sound and timely decisions based upon the Scriptndese will of God.

3. Pursue your responsibility and take responsibility for yaetrons. When you are
wrong, ask God's forgiveness and direction. By the wéwen was the last time you said
you were wrong and asked your wife's or children's forgiveness?

4. Commit yourself totally to your wife and children evéit means dying for them.
Their security requires that they know that you willttss.

5. Gather together the children that the Lord brings ytur home and carry them in
your arms - emotionally and spiritually - until they ateong enough to walk on their
own.

6. Pray and intercede for your wife and children anddségainst all the forces of Satan
that would attack or infiltrate your family.

7. Protect your wife and children from the philosophies araksid@ed values of this world
that do not provide healthy food for their minds anditspirStart with the TV, VCR or
DVD player, and the Internet. What kind of movies andypams do you watch? Would
you want your children to watch them with you or do whkdateing done in the movies
and programs you watch?

8. Protect your wife and children from the influence of éhatio would stray and go off
on their own or do their own thing, even if they ¢eémselves Christians.

9. Protect your wife and children when they are beingized or attacked either by the
world or by other Christians.

10. Lead your wife and children to good, refreshing spirifoatl and drink, beginning
with God's Word, the Bible.

11. Discern the spiritual condition of your wife and claldin order to look out for their
welfare. What is the one thing that is uppermost on dlaet lof your wife right now? Of
your children?

12. Help your wife and children discover God's will foeitHives because in doing his
will they will find rest.



13. Determine your wife's and children's gifts and capegsiliboth natural and spiritual,
and develop them accordingly.

14. Discipline your wife and children with the rod of rmtion and the staff of the
authority that God has given you. Even if they don't yigar correction or discipline, do
it because it gives them freedom and security. Howyeavés God's authority you are
exercising, so be careful not to abuse it. You wilhbl accountable for how you use it.
You are to be a leader, not a dictator.

15. Keep your wife and children informed of your own needs@ncerns. They can
help and support you even in difficult times if you shaverdy with them.

16. Share what you have with your wife and children wheg need it -- in abundance,
if necessary, and cheerfully.



